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South Florida is renowned for its 
excellent weather and extensive 
network of interconnected 

waterways. But our region is more than 
just sunshine and sparkling water. The 
tri-county region made up of Broward, 
�b-lbŊ	-7;ķ�-m7��-Ѵl��;-1_�1o�mঞ;vķ�
is a powerhouse contributor to Florida’s 
overall economy. Each year, marine-
related businesses generate more than 
$18 billion in economic output.
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on land or by sea, and you can’t help 
0�|�moঞ1;�|_;�7b�;uvb|��-m7��oѴ�l;�o=�
marine-related businesses. From one 
or two person specialty shops to full-
service marinas employing hundreds and 
everything in between, these companies 
are the backbone of this economic 
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The past several years have seen a 
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new developments that keep the 
marine industry enjoying year-over-year 
economic growth. 

January 2024 brought the merger of 
two renowned marine companies with 
�;u=oul-m1;��mY-|-0Ѵ;v��olr-m�Ľv�
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that protect and enhance marine vessels. 
Their most recognizable products 
bm1Ѵ�7;���!ݽ��mY-|-0Ѵ;�
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Sox fender covers, and the company’s 
expandable and interchangeable system 
o=�bmY-|-0Ѵ;�7o1hbm]�1olrom;m|vĺ
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importantly, we share a similar culture 
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years in related businesses, will unleash 
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enhance our customers’ experiences and 
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Florida is an excellent incubator for the 
startup and growth of successful marine 
businesses. 


���v|-u|;7�bm�ƑƏƐѶ��b|_�|_u;;�
employees working out of a single 
maintenance truck to provide service, 
repairs, and maintenance to private 
yachts, cruise ships, and commercial 
vessels. The company’s rapid growth and 
u;]�Ѵ-u�-77bঞom�o=�;lrѴo�;;v�u;t�bu;7�
the company to regularly add on more 
leased work space to keep up with 
demand. This resulted in a patchwork 
network of neighboring industrial spaces 
that proved to be less than ideal during 
"o�|_�
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between buildings and moving parts in 
downpours was not a viable long-term 
voѴ�ঞomĺ�

This prompted co-founders Kathleen 
�-]-m�-m7�!b1_-u7��u;mm;m�|o�0;]bm�-�
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and industrial space in 2023. Working 
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trio spent nine months searching for a 
voѴ�ঞomĺ�$_;��=o�m7�b|�bm�;-uѴ��ƑƏƑƓ�ŋ�-�
ƑƔķƏƏƏ�vt�-u;�=oo|�bm7�v|ub-Ѵ�vr-1;�bm�
Pompano Beach. The space includes an 
�rv1-Ѵ;�u;1;rঞom�-m7�l;;ঞm]�-u;-�=ou�
client visits, plus a large working space 
|_-|�o@;uv�-bu�1om7bঞombm]�|o�h;;r�
employees cool during the warm summer 
months.
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occupancy in January 2024. The move and 
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���|o�lou;�;-vbѴ��
|-h;�om�bm|;um-ঞom-Ѵ�r-u|m;uv_brvķ�-v�|_;��
1o�Ѵ7�l;;|�|_;�vr;1bC1�u;t�bu;l;m|v�o=�
7bv1;umbm]����vĺ���uu;m|Ѵ�ķ�
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company.
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in the South Florida marine industry 
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service companies has grown steadily 
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=�ѴѴŊv;u�b1;�0o-|�-u7�om�|_;��;��!b�;uķ�-v�
well as a premier marina in Delray Beach. 
�;uub]-m�-Ѵvo�_oѴ7v�|_;��uo�-u7��o�m|��
Sea Tow franchise, further solidifying his 
presence in the region.

�|�|_;�_;-u|�o=�_bv�or;u-ঞomv�bv�+-1_|�
Management, based out of the Fort 
Lauderdale boatyard facility. Specializing 
in total yacht care and management, 
the division currently oversees 237 
yachts ranging in size from 40 feet to 
-�ƐѶƔŊ=oo|�v�r;u�-1_|Ō|_;�Ѵ-u];v|�bm�
its program. From crew and payroll to 
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a true turnover-ownership experience for 
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�;uub]-mĽv�-l0bঞom�_-vmĽ|�v|orr;7�
there. In 2023, he turned his focus 
toward revitalizing an abandoned 
Miami-area marina. The result is Palm 
Bay Marina, slated to open in the 
v;1om7�t�-u|;u�o=�ƑƏƑѵĺ�)b|_�ƔƏ�vѴbrvķ�
direct access to Biscayne Bay and the 
Intracoastal Waterway, and a suite of 
;�1Ѵ�vb�;�-l;mbঞ;v�v�rrou|;7�0��+-1_|�
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Palm Bay is set to become one of Miami’s 
ru;lb;u�7;vঞm-ঞomv�=ou��-1_|�o�m;uvĺ

Despite the scale of his ventures, 
Kerrigan has maintained a family-driven 
-rruo-1_�|o�0�vbm;vvĺ��bv�lo|_;uķ�
Michele Kerrigan, and sister, Brianna 
Kerrigan, both hold leadership roles, while 
_bv�Ѵom]ঞl;�=ub;m7�-m7�(b1;��u;vb7;m|ķ�
Joe Donofrio, plays a key role in guiding 
the company’s growth. Today, the 
ou]-mb�-ঞom�;lrѴo�v�ƐѵѶ�r;orѴ;ŌƐƔƑ�o=�
|_;l�bm�"o�|_�
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From marinas to management, 
�;uub]-mĽv�;�r-m7bm]�;m|;urubv;�u;Y;1|v�
both his vision for the marine industry 
and his commitment to ensuring South 
Florida remains a world-class hub for 
yacht owners.
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Florida’s marine industry is responsible 
for nearly 300,000 jobs across Florida, 
with many of these roles consolidated 

in the South Florida region. Job 
orrou|�mbঞ;v�-u;�7b�;uv;ķ�=uol�v-Ѵ;v�-m7�
v;u�b1;�|o�l-m�=-1|�ubm]ķ�7bv|ub0�ঞom�-m7�
more. Yet our industry, like many others, 
=-1;v�-�v_ou|-];�o=�t�-ѴbC;7�bm7b�b7�-Ѵv�|o�
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with a basic set of shipyard skills to jump 
start a career in the marine industry.

�uo]u-l�t�-ѴbC1-ঞomv�-u;�
v|u-b]_�ou�-u7Ĺ�1-m7b7-|;v�l�v|�0;�-|�
Ѵ;-v|�ƐѶ��;-uv�oѴ7�-m7�0ubm]�-�rovbঞ�;�
-ম|�7;ķ�-rঞ|�7;ķ�-m7��bѴѴbm]m;vv�|o�Ѵ;-umĺ�
$o�r-uঞ1br-|;ķ�-m�-rru;mঞ1;�l�v|�Cuv|�0;�
hired by one of the 33 companies engaged 
in the program. Once employed, they are 
formally enrolled and begin working full-
ঞl;��b|_�|_;bu�vromvoubm]�1olr-m�ķ�]-bmbm]�
_-m7vŊom�;�r;ub;m1;�bm�|_;�C;Ѵ7��_bѴ;�
-7�-m1bm]�|_uo�]_�v|u�1|�u;7�1Ѵ-vvuool�
bmv|u�1ঞomĺ��rru;mঞ1;v�-Ѵvo�r-uঞ1br-|;�
bm��;;hѴ�ķ�l-m7-|ou��;�;mbm]�1o�uv;v�
|_uo�]_o�|�|_;�ruo]u-lĽv�7�u-ঞomĺ�$_bv�
;�;mbm]�1Ѵ-vv�ouh�o@;uv�7;;r�7b�;v�bm|o�
-��-ub;|��o=�|;1_mb1-Ѵ�vhbѴѴv�vr;1bC1�|o�|_;�
marine industry.

�u-7�-|;v�_-�;�|_;�-0bѴb|��|o�;-um�
1olr;ঞঞ�;��-];vķ�o[;m�v|-uঞm]�-|�Ѵ;�;Ѵv�
|_-|�ub�-Ѵ�ou�;�1;;7�o|_;u�vhbѴѴ;7�|u-7;vĺ�
�11ou7bm]�|o��oub�)_;;Ѵ;uķ�(b1;��u;vb7;m|�
o=����"
ķ�ľ$_bv�ruo]u-l�o@;uv��o��-�ƐƏƏѷ�
likelihood of employment upon successfully 
1olrѴ;ঞm]�|_;�1o�uv;ĺ��m�=-1|ķ��;�l-h;�
v�u;�;�;u��-rru;mঞ1;�_-v�-�fo0�v;1�u;7�
before the program begins.”

But none of this would be possible 
without the local marine businesses that 
;lrѴo��-rru;mঞ1;v�7�ubm]�|_;�ruo]u-lĺ�
Likewise, the marine industry leaders who 
v_-u;�|_;bu�v�0f;1|�l-�;u�;�r;uঞv;��b|_�
1o�uv;�r-uঞ1br-m|v�rѴ-��-�vb]mbC1-m|�uoѴ;�bm�
this success, too.

�m;�o=�|_;�l-ubm;�0�vbm;vv;v�bm�oѴ�;7�bm�
|_;�ruo]u-l�vbm1;�b|v�bm1;rঞom�bv��u-7=ou7�
�-ubm;ķ�_;-7t�-u|;u;7�bm�
ou|��-�7;u7-Ѵ;ĺ�
�u-7=ou7�;lrѴo�v�-rru;mঞ1;v�=�ѴѴŊঞl;�
during the program and also leads one 
o=�|_;�;�;mbm]�1o�uv;�ouh�v;ub;v�ŋ�|_;�

bmbv_��-bmঞm]�1Ѵ-vvķ�Ѵ;7�0���u-7=ou7Ľv�o�m�
r-bmঞm]�;�r;u|vĺ�

�u-7=ou7��m7;uv|-m7v�|_;��-Ѵ�;�o=�-�
ruo]u-l�Ѵbh;�|_bv�|o�h;;r�l-ubm;�fo0v�CѴѴ;7�
0��t�-ѴbC;7�bm7b�b7�-Ѵvĺ��u-7=ou7�-1ঞ�;Ѵ��
u;1u�b|v�bm7b�b7�-Ѵv��_o�7;lomv|u-|;�
interest in a marine industry career, 
bm|uo7�1;v�|_;l�|o�|_;�-rru;mঞ1;v_br�
program, then employs and supports 
them along the way. As Tom Krigger, Vice 
�u;vb7;m|�-m7��;m;u-Ѵ��-m-];uķ�mo|;vķ�ľ�v�
|_;�r-uঞ1br-m|v�lo�;�|_uo�]_�|_;�ruo]u-lķ�
|_;��-u;��ouhbm]�=�ѴѴ�ঞl;��b|_�vhbѴѴ;7�

|u-7;vl;mķ�]-bmbm]��-Ѵ�-0Ѵ;�bmvb]_|�bm|o�|_;�
7b@;u;m|�vhbѴѴ;7�1-u;;u�r-|_v�-�-bѴ-0Ѵ;ĺ��v�
|_;��vr;m7�ঞl;�;�rѴoubm]�|_;��-ubo�v�-u;-v�
-�-bѴ-0Ѵ;ķ�|_;��1-m�7bv1o�;u��_;u;�|_;bu�
interests and talents could best be applied 
for future success.”

�mo|_;u�v�rrou|;u�-m7�;lrѴo�;u�bm�oѴ�;7�
vbm1;�|_;�bm1;rঞom�o=�|_;�-rru;mঞ1;v_br�
ruo]u-l�bv�
u-mh�ş��bllb;Ľv��uor;ѴѴ;uķ�
also based in Fort Lauderdale. Experts 
in propulsion systems and running gear, 

u-mh�ş��bllb;Ľv�ruo]u-l�r-uঞ1br-ঞom�
is especially important as no other trade 
schools in the region teach propeller repair.

!-=-;Ѵ�!-lbu;�ķ��;m;u-Ѵ��-m-];uķ�_-v�
r;uvom-ѴѴ��|-�]_|�|_;��uor;ѴѴ;u�-m7�!�mmbm]�
�;-u�rouঞom�o=�|_;�1o�uv;�=ou�|_;�r-v|�
|_u;;��;-uvĺ��;�mo|;vķ�ľ��u�|u-7;�bv�-�0b|�o=�
dying art, and a true propeller technician 
is a jack of all trades. They need an 
understanding of metalsmithing, machining, 
�;Ѵ7bm]ķ�l-|_ķ�-m7�vo[�-u;�vhbѴѴv�m;1;vv-u��
for computerized propeller scanning, 
7�m-lb1�0-Ѵ-m1bm]ķ�-m7�ƒ	�v1-mmbm]�-m7�
modeling.”

!-lbu;��v;;v�|_;�ruo]u-l�-v��b|-Ѵ�|o�
ruo�b7;�-rru;mঞ1;v��b|_�mo|�f�v|�u;-ѴŊ
world experiences and skills, but to foster 
-�0;�;u��m7;uv|-m7bm]�o=�|_;�bm7�v|u��-v�-�
�_oѴ;ĺ���;u�|_;�1o�uv;�o=�|_;�=�ѴѴ�ruo]u-lķ�
-rru;mঞ1;v�;�r;ub;m1;�|_;�7b�;uvb|��o=�
uoѴ;v��b|_bm�|_;�v;u�b1;�vb7;�o=�|_;�l-ubm;�
industry. This helps them understand the 
bm|;u7;r;m7;m1;�o=�;-1_�7bv1brѴbm;�-m7�ঞ;�
it all together.

�7�-m1;7��;1_-mb1-Ѵ��m|;urubv;vķ�
another Fort Lauderdale business, also hires 
-rru;mঞ1;v�-m7�|;-1_;v�-�rouঞom�o=�|_;�
;�;mbm]�1o�uv;�ouhĺ��ѴѴ�-rru;mঞ1;v�vr;m7�
two weeknights training onsite to learn the 
blrou|-m1;�o=��b0u-ঞom�-m-Ѵ�vbv�-m7�Ѵ;-um�
how to measure torque and pitch using 
state-of-the-art equipment.

Teaching technical skills is just part of 
the program’s success. There are also many 
l-ubm;�bm7�v|u��;�r;u|v��_o�]b�;�|_;bu�ঞl;�
to the program in other ways. 

�-|_Ѵ;;m��-]-m�o=�
����-ubm;�
Engineering was recently a guest speaker 
-m7�o@;u;7�_;u�bmvb]_|v�bm|o�|_;�vo[�vhbѴѴv�
required to enjoy career success. She 
1o�;u;7�|orb1v�Ѵbh;�|_;�v;-vom-Ѵb|��o=�|_;�
marine industry, personal responsibility, and 
v;Ѵ=Ŋ-�-u;m;vv�o=�bm7b�b7�-Ѵ�1oll�mb1-ঞom�
skills.

�|_;u�]�;v|�vr;-h;uv�_-�;�bm1Ѵ�7;7�
�;]-m��-]-vv;ķ��-ubm-�	bu;1|ou�o=��b;u�
66, who discussed what it takes to operate 
a large, busy marina. Amie Nappi, Senior 
+-1_|�"�rrou|��-m-];u�-|��-ubm;�-�ķ�
u;1;m|Ѵ��ruo�b7;7�bmvb]_|v�om�u�mmbm]�-m�
-1ঞ�;�0o-|��-u7ĺ

�o��bm�b|v�vb�|_��;-uķ�|_;�-rru;mঞ1;v_br�
ruo]u-l�bv�7;Ѵb�;ubm]�u;v�Ѵ|v�bm�o|_;u��-�vķ�
|ooĺ�!;1;m|�]u-7�-|;��u;l��;;��-u0ov-�_-v�
0;1ol;�|_;�m;��-rru;mঞ1;v_br�ruo]u-l�
coordinator. His appointment brings the 
-rru;mঞ1;v_br�ruo]u-l�=�ѴѴŊ1bu1Ѵ;ĺ

�_o|o�ruo�b7;7�0���-ubm;��m7�v|ub;v��vvo1b-ࢼom�o=�"o�|_�
Ѳoub7-

$_;�+-1_|�";u�b1;�$;1_mb1b-m��rru;mঞ1;�
Program- It Takes a Village 
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EXPANDING MARINE FOREIGN TRADE 
ZONES
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USDA POLICY UPDATE AND NEW PILOT 
PROGRAM
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Enhancing the South Florida Marine        
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T he Blue and Ocean Economy 
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and sustainability of the world’s 

interconnected waterways with strategies 
for economic development and growth. It 
may not be a phrase instantly recognizable 
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importance to everyone here, throughout 
our state, and around the world. Our region 
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streams, rivers, and coastal waterways to 
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overall economy. 

The marine industry alone contributes 
more than $31 billion to Florida’s economy 
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possible without a healthy and sustainable 
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and oceans is a strategic way to ensure that 
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The Marine Research Hub (MRH) is at 
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from State Rep. Chip LaMarca (R) and State 
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of Ocean Economy (OOE) matures as an 
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growth of the Blue Economy in Florida. 
MRH remains a supporter and partner of the 
OOE.
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trending topics, the podcast also bridges 
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the podcast has tallied some impressive 
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website.
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advancing the Blue Economy through 
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The awards are presented at a special 
awards ceremony held onsite during 
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website, www.marineresearchhub.org. 

Nova Southeastern University team, including NSU University President Dr. Moon and Katherine 
(MRH), standing on top of the Saqqarleq Glacier in Greenland, 2025. Photo: Marine Research Hub
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